
Minutes for Parish Council October 2, 2019 

 

Members Present:  Fr. Joe, Deacon Ken, Will Jerome, Danny May, James Craig, Mary Lasley,  

Misti McCarty, Sue Jones, John Broxon, Fr. Pat 

Members Absent: Vicky Cernius, Marty Mitchell 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Review and acceptance of minutes from September.  Minutes were accepted by John Broxon and 

seconded by Will Jerome 

 

Liturgy Committee:  John Broxon. 

There is a greater need for Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound.  Current Ministers will be 

contacted and asked first. October is Rosary Month and the Rosary will be led every weekend 

before all Masses by the Knights of Columbus. On October 4th Deacon Ken will conduct a pet 

blessing.  October 5th and 6th Billboards for Life will speak before all Masses. October 20-22 

will be the Parish Mission.  The Memorial Board for deceased parishioners will be posted before 

November 1st. The Memorial Service will be November 3rd.  Masses for All Saints Day will be 

October 31st at 5:30 and November 1st at 7:00, 9:00, and 12:05.  There will be a collection at all 

the Masses.  There was discussion of making the Reconciliation Room Handicapped Accessible.  

There was some discussion about perhaps renovating Fr. Brad’s closet for this purpose. A joint 

committee between Liturgy and   Grounds will be formed in order to explore how to do that. 

 

Finance Committee: Sue Jones. 

The Medical/Hospital costs increased with Open Enrollment and three additional employees 

were hired for the Daycare.  The cost to the parish is $430/month/employee and the annual 

increase will be $15,480.  There was an increase of $10/week/family in January of 2019.  Helen 

Bennett and Elaine Robertson are evaluating another increase to help offset the increase. OCS 

Assessment balance due as of September 30th is $113,000.  Based on 2018 calendar year, School 

Families contributed 19.18% of regular Sunday collections.  80.82% of collections were 

contributed by Non-School Families. Quarterly statements will be sent out to all parishioners 

with amount committed, amount given, and balance.  This is not a bill.  According to the Parish 

Data System there are 792 families.   525 families did not pledge anything on the Stewardship 

form in May 2019. 164 families of the 525 contributed even though they did not pledge.   361 

families did not pledge nor contribute.  27 families pledged but did not contribute.  Fr. Joe 

discussed the September Mass attendance.  The average was about 800 persons weekly.   370-

380 census forms have been returned. 

 

Picnic Committee:  Misti McCarty 

The committee will not meet until January.  Misti has spoken to Phil Haire about taking a poll of 

the congregation on possible prizes for the picnic.  That will happen soon. 

 

Stewardship Committee: Mary Lasley. 

Census was discussed.  Of the families who have not returned a form, Stewardship forms for the 

last two years will be used.  If we do not have those on file, then we will mail forms. Discussed 

the new look in the bulletin for Stewardship of Treasure to try to show the congregation the 



financial needs of our parish.  Discussed the plan to recognize different ministries in the bulletin.  

Discussed the possibility of a Ministry Fair in January.  Discussed an email from John Broxon 

and his concern about the decline in the amount of our weekly collections.  Discussed the idea of 

purchasing banners at local sporting events as a way to invite teams from other areas to our 

weekend Masses.  We felt that may be better addressed by Evangelization.  Discussed the 

formation of a Welcoming Committee.  Charlotte Mischel has agreed to be a part of this. 

 

Evangelization Committee: Deacon Ken 

Discussed the Parish Mission which will be October 20th, 21st, and 22nd.   On the first evening the 

guest speaker will be Joe Bland.  Deacon Mike Mercelli will be the guest speaker the second 

night.  Fr. Jason McClure will concelebrate Mass with Fr. Pat and give a longer than usual 

homily.   After each evening there will be light refreshments at the Parish Hall.  Small gifts such 

as medals, prayer cards, and rosaries will be given out each evening.  Deacon Ken made an 

appeal to the Council.  He asked for help with setting up the refreshments.  Misti McCarty 

suggested heavy appetizers on Sunday, light refreshments on Monday, and desserts on Tuesday. 

 

OCS School Board:  Marty Mitchell  

Natalie Hayden reported that the Annual Appeal and Phonathon are both trending up. Nicollette 

Vizuet reported on the early stages creating an Alumni Associations.  She also reported that there 

are 140 new families in 2019-2020 school year, but enrollment is down due to strict adherence to 

tuition assistance policies.  Stephanie Snyder gave a recap of finances.   All the school principals 

gave an accounting of the start of the school year. 

 

Building and Grounds Committee: Will Jerome 

The painting of the main hall, small room, kitchen, and bathrooms is almost complete.  Jerry 

Clark did the painting and he beat other contractors by 68%.   The cost was $1200 for the labor 

and $480 for materials. Aaron Wheatley is working to replace switch plates and ceiling tiles in 

the Parish Hall.  He is replacing the yellowish ones with white.   Jerry Clark also cleaned up the 

ceilings by removing tape and plastic ties.  He did that at no additional cost.   Helen Bennett is 

working with Angela Battles to take care of replacing the new flooring in the Daycare.  They are 

working to resolve this as soon as possible. 

 

Safety Committee:  James Craig 

James is working with Sandy Fleming to set up a meeting for the first week of November.  Five 

people in the Parish went through CPR/AED/partial First Aid on September 7th.  They are Dora 

Hulsey, David Gehring, Bill Jones, Geri Jones, and James Craig. 

 

Priest Report:  Fr. Pat and Fr. Joe 

Fr. Pat felt Lourdes was well represented at Vocare.  He said that Fr. Joe has been subbing at 

other Parishes quite a bit lately.  Our Advent Penance Service is scheduled for December 9th at 

6:00 PM. 

Fr. Joe said that RCIA is going well.  The presenters have been very good.  He said that we have 

four candidates which is about average with other parishes in the Diocese. 

 

 

 



Old Business: 

 Block Party is scheduled for October 27th.  We will have a table and Sue Jones has agreed 

to man it for the council. 

 Soccer Equipment.  Kim Haire works for the Diocese and she deals with Liability 

Insurance.  She said that as long as we have a sign posted stating that one uses the 

equipment at their own risk, we will be fine.  We will post the sign in English and 

Spanish.   

 Electric Sign. We have been talking about this for 3-4 years. The Chamber of Commerce 

gave us three names of sign companies.  Planning and Zoning told us that we need to pay 

attention to the UL numbers of the both the company and the sign itself.  The application 

for the DRF has passed.  It was September 1st.  We will apply before the April 1st 

deadline.  There was some discussion of financing the sign. Possible cost of the sign is 

$30,000 to $50,000. Night at the Races was discussed as a fundraiser, but several 

parishioners have spoken to members of the Council and are not pleased.  The money 

from Night at the Races has gone to Religious Education and the Youth Group.  

 Discussion of Finances.  Fr. Pat suggested that we ask Tom Lilly to speak to us.  We will 

contact him to see if he is available for our November meeting.  We will also invite the 

Stewardship Committee to this meeting as well. 

 Industrial Kitchen Sink in the Parish Hall.  Will researched this and said that we could 

possibly purchase a used kitchen, but the main expense will be the plumbing.  We will 

also need new cabinetry to replace the cabinets that will be lost with the new sink.   

 

 

New Business 

 A member of the Parish asked about moving water lines to the Raised Bed Gardens for 

easier access.  Will Jerome will look at a couple of possibilities to bring this about. 

 Church Directory was discussed.  It has been four years since the last directory and it is 

about time for another.  It takes a year to get things arranged.  We will start to research 

the process now.  We will look at Life Touch or Olan Mills.  There is a minimum quota 

for sign ups so we need to pay attention to that. 

 Disciples Response Fund.  Deacon Ken and Deacon Mike have agreed to lead the 

congregation in filling out the form on Commitment Sunday which is October 19th and 

20th. 

 Landscaping Committee.  Fr. Pat would like a committee to plan, plant, care for flowers 

and shrubs around the grounds of the church.  An announcement will be placed in the 

bulletin to see if there are members of the Parish who would like to participate in this. 

 Youth Minister.  John Broxon wanted to know where we are on hiring a Youth Minister.  

Right now we have volunteers who are heading up this ministry.  The number of young 

people participating has declined. Better communication is needed.  There is not a clear 

direction for Youth Ministry at the Diocesan level right now. John Broxon will research a 

program called “Formed” to see if that could possibly be incorporated into the program.  

 

Closing Prayer  

 

Meeting Adjourned. 

   



 

 


