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LITURGY OF THE WORD- PENTECOST SUNDAY  

HYMN 
 
Come, Holy Ghost 
 
Come, Holy Ghost, creator blest, and in our hearts take up thy rest; 
Come with thy grace and heav’nly aid to fill the hearts which thou hast made, 
To fill the hearts which thou hast made. 
 
O Comforter, to thee we cry, thou heav’en ly gift of God most high, 
Thou font of life and fire of love, and sweet anointing from above, 
And sweet anointing from above. 
Rabanus Maurus, 776—856 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
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you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

Almighty ever-living God, 
who willed the Paschal Mystery 
to be encompassed as a sign in fifty days, 
grant that from out of the scattered nations 
the confusion of many tongues 
may be gathered by heavenly grace 
into one great confession of your name. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Acts 2:1-11 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

or Alleluia. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
O LORD, my God, you are great indeed! 
How manifold are your works, O Lord! 
the earth is full of your creatures; 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

or Alleluia. 

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
may the LORD be glad in his works! 
Pleasing to him be my theme; 
I will be glad in the LORD. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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or Alleluia. 

If you take away their breath, they perish 
and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created, 
and you renew the face of the earth. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

or Alleluia. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3B-7, 12-13 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): John 20:19-23 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS 

This week we have a reflection from Bishop William F. Medley: 

“The Doors Were Locked” 

“On the evening of the first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst.” 

Over the past several weeks, as the People of God were called to conclude the Lenten season, observe Palm 
Sunday and Holy Week, to remember the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, 
and the Resurrection on the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday, we did so with the doors locked. Even if the doors 
were not literally locked we celebrated without the people’s “real presence” in our churches. Celebrations went on 
with the priests and a handful of ministers and many of us for the first time ever learned what live streaming was. 
And it was good – but it is not the same. 

During this time, families have been locked out as well. Residents of nursing homes have gone months now 
without a single visitor. Grandparents and grandchildren have been physically separated – even though they may 
live near.  

Young people—very social beings for the most part—have been intentionally distant from one another. In those 
settings where we might gather, we have been asked and sometime required to meet one another wearing a 
covering over our faces, wearing masks. Another manner of being locked away.  

Even for the most private of us these restrictions have been burdensome. Yes, the restrictions are adopted out of 
charity and with counsel from healthcare professionals. We oblige out of charity and concern for our neighbors.  

In modern world history there is no parallel to what we are experiencing. Yes there was the great flu pandemic 
following 1918 at the end of World War I.  Tens of millions were sickened and millions perished from the flu.  
It’s hard to compare the world of 1918 with the world of 2020. Communication and mass media have changed the 
face of the world. Advances in science and medicine have changed the world – we certainly believe for the better 
– even if that has not produced a cure or vaccine to date.  
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So in 2020 we have our own locked doors of all types. To the extent our locked doors and masks and distancing 
have helped to slow the spread of a terrible virus, we are grateful.  

On this Pentecost, in the midst of a pandemic, I want to remind us that the locked doors of the upper room were 
not the whole story. Yes, the doors were locked. The disciples were afraid.  Their fears were not unfounded.  The 
threat was real.  

But the next line of the gospel has parallels for our day a well. Doors locked. “Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’” 

He showed them his hands and his sides. The nail mark of his hands. The open gap in his side.  Signs of 
crucifixion. Signs of pain. Signs of death. Their fears were real. 

And what did the disciples do? Did they look accusingly at one another and say, “See, I told you so.”  No, the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Which led Jesus to say again, “Peace be with you.” 

A locked door could not keep the Risen Jesus out.   Fearful, locked hearts could not keep Jesus out. In that instant, 
with so vulgar a sign as bodily wounds, the disciples rejoiced.  Now they had a lot of explaining to do. Where had 
they been when Jesus needed them most? Where were they when Jesus cried out in pain as nails were driven into 
his hands and feet? Where were they when he had no strength left to cry out when a sword pierced his side?  

But these “where were you?” questions were not what was on Jesus’ mind.  His message: peace and mercy. And 
strangely we are told that Jesus breathed on them. No mask, no physical distancing. But the promise fulfilled, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

Locked doors could not keep Jesus out. Locked and fearful hearts could not keep Jesus out.  The disciples in their 
darkest hours were not beyond the reach of God.  And the world gripped by pandemic is not beyond the reach of 
God.  Nor has it been since this trial began. The human toll is immense. Hundreds of thousands have died 
worldwide, over one hundred thousand even within our nation. Millions and millions have been infected.   And 
multiply that over and over, tens of billions of people have seen their lives upended by loss of loved ones, loss of 
economic security, temporary loss of freedoms we cherish. Loss of our place in church. Loss of the Body and 
Blood of Christ as our sustenance.  

Losses surely. Real. Painful. But not for one minute were we beyond the reach of God’s peace and mercy. Even in 
the absence of receiving Holy Communion the Church reassured us that through spiritual communion we still take 
Jesus into our hearts and being. Did it feel the same? No. But it was real—Real Presence. 

“Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” Though never separated from the reach of God we 
do implore that God who offers peace to send out the Holy Spirit to renew our earth, to heal our infirmities, and to 
cast away our fear. 

+ W. F. Medley 

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God.  You may want to ask the following questions: 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Since God endows us with the gift of his own life, by imparting the Holy Spirit, let us come to 
him with prayers inspired by the Holy Spirit. Let us come to him, alive and free in the divine 
presence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: Father all-powerful, receive these prayers from a people made one by the Holy Spirit, who always 
dwells within us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 
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As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

O Holy Spirit, By Whose Breath 
(Sung to the tune of “All Creatures of Our God and King”) 
 
O Holy Spirit, by whose breath  
Life rises vibrant out of death, alleluia, alleluia, 
Come to create, renew, inspire; 
Come, kindle in our hearts your fire. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Venerable Bede, 673—735, tr. John Chambers, 1849 


