
Parish Council Minutes for December 2, 2020 

 

Members Present:  Martin Mitchell, Vicky Cernius, Will Jerome, John Broxon, Danny May, Fr. 

Joe, Fr. Pat, Misti McCarty, Mary Lasley 

 

Opening Prayer led by Danny May 

 

The November minutes are read, approved by Danny May, and seconded by Martin Mitchell. 

 

Evangelization:  Danny May 

They held a lengthy discussion of Alpha which will begin after the first of the year.  They are 

trying to decide what kind of kick off they will have.  There are leaflets and cards that the team 

would like to pass out as part of the Alpha program.   They would like to pass them out after the 

Christmas Masses.  It was suggested that the Alpha team tape the cards to books that will be 

given out from the parish as Christmas gifts. The team is also planning to make a video promo 

and put it on the parish Facebook page.  

The Day of Discipleship took place on Tuesday, December 1st.   The main speaker was very 

good.  They videotaped it and it will be available soon.  It was part of a program in which the 

Diocese has been participating entitled “Encounter, Accompany and Send” The focus is now 

“Send”.   

 

Liturgy:  John Broxon 

The Memorial Service in November was well attended.  Only 10-12 people were not represented. 

The Food Drive did not bring in as much food this year.  It could possibly be due to low 

attendance because of the pandemic. 

The live streaming of the Masses is now under way.  There was a glitch the first week and it did 

not go online, but the second week was more successful with some slight difficulties.  There 

seems to be some problems with the volume.  David Gehring has practiced with some of the 

weekday Masses and has put together a script that directs the volunteer as to which camera to use 

when.   

There will be four Masses for Christmas:  4:00 PM and 10:00 PM on Christmas Eve and 9:00 

AM and 6:00 PM on Christmas Day.  Any overflow will go to the Parish Hall.  There will need 

to be someone in the church working the cameras and someone in the Parish Hall running the 

projector for live streaming.  There will also need to be an usher in the hall.  One Eucharistic 

minister will bring Communion over to people there.  A survey has gone out to try to see how 

many people will be attending the Christmas Masses.   

Advent decorations went up November 27th. 

There will be no communal Penance Services in the Diocese due to Covid-19.  The parish has 

added extra times for Confessions.  In addition to the regular times, Confessions are available on 

Monday nights from 5:00-6:00 PM and Friday mornings from 11:00 AM to noon.   

Decorating for Christmas will be December 23rd from 9:00 AM until finished.  Taking 

decorations down will be on January 11th from 9:00 AM until finished.  The Parish Council will 

decorate the Parish Hall on December 23rd at 6:00 PM. 

There was discussion about the need for more ushers.   Many of the ushers that we have now are 

being called upon repeatedly.  Freda O’Bryan has been calling the ministers every week for the 

Masses, but she is having difficulties getting new people to help.  We need to have another 



training for the ushers especially before Christmas.  There was also discussion of the work that 

Bill Glenn is doing sanitizing the church.  There is a concern that it is very demanding of his 

time.  He has sanitized the church seven days a week and some days twice a day since we 

returned to public worship.   It is felt that others should be trained to give Bill a break.   There 

was also a discussion about getting another thermometer for the back of the church as there are 

backups some Sunday mornings at the 8:00 AM Mass.   Mary Lasley will get another one at 

Meijers.  There was also discussion about possibly purchasing another sanitizer as the one for the 

church needs to be repaired. Currently the one from the Daycare is being used until the one for 

church can be repaired.  John will talk to Bill to see what he thinks. 

 

Building and Grounds:  Will Jerome 

Discussed the sound issues on the live streaming.  He suggested that part of the problem is that 

the listener may need to work with the sound button on Facebook.  The church website also has 

problems with sound.  Will is planning to speak to Drew Hardesty about this.  Bill Glenn asked 

about the PVC pipes on the South side of the church.  Aaron Wheatley will take it back to 

Hannan Supply as it was not all needed to install the cameras.  The new crown molding will go 

up Tuesday or Wednesday of next week.  City Action was contacted and the city will clean out 

the ditch behind the Daycare and the playground in the Spring. 

The projector system in the Parish Hall had some issues on Tuesday.  Aaron Wheatley contacted 

Epson (the maker of the projector) and followed their suggestions to correct the problems.  It 

took care of the problem. 

Martin Mitchell brought a game camera to monitor the dumpsters.  Fr. Joe will give it Aaron to 

set up around the dumpsters. 

 

Stewardship:  Mary Lasley 

There was no meeting. 

 

Daycare:  Misti McCarty 

There was no meeting. 

 

Finance:  Vicky Cernius 

The Committee did not meet as there were not enough in attendance to form a Quorum.  They 

did discuss several things informally though. 

With the mandate from the Governor shuttering schools, could the Parish Hall be used as a site 

for virtual learning?  Lois investigated and there would not need to be a great deal of supervision.  

Vicky is a new member of the committee and as a representative of the Parish Council, she has 

requested monthly updates on the Daycare in the same format that Wade Kanipe presented to the 

Parish Council in early November.  

Vicky requested a balance sheet for the camera funds showing total funds collected and a list of 

payouts for materials/installation.  She was informed that there would not be a breakdown of 

expenses until the project is completed.  Vicky expressed concern on not having this information 

as additional expenses come up for unexpected items.   Parish Council needs to understand 

whether it should be approved.  Balance will be provided on monthly balance sheet.     

The total budget is $29,665.00 and as of right now there is a balance of $18,450.00.  It should be 

noted that these numbers do not include a $2500.00 donation to the camera system which were 

re-allocated at the Donor’s request to the Daycare since donations exceeded target. 



The Daycare four month income was $36,611.65.  The expenses were $35,533.19.  There was a 

negative difference of $1921.55. 

 

Picnic: Martin Mitchell 

The committee did not meet.  All the proceeds from the cook in November will be given to the 

church. 

 

Safety:  James Craig 

James was not in attendance. 

 

Catholic Schools:  Fr. Pat 

The mandates that all schools close has been difficult for the schools.  They are joining the 

lawsuits to try and keep the schools open. The elementary school students should be returning 

next week.  The older students will be returning in mid-January.  The case will probably be 

going to the Supreme Court. 

 

Priest Report:  Fr. Pat and Fr. Joe 

They are both well and ambulatory.  There have been three or four priests quarantined due to 

Covid-19.  Both Fr. Joe and Fr. Pat have had to substitute at various churches.  John Broxon is 

concerned that that may be the problem for Christmas.  Some churches may not be able to have 

Masses due to quarantined priests and we may have people from other churches.   

It was suggested that perhaps we should go back to four ministers so the priests not be exposed.  

Fr. Pat said he would think about it. 

 

 

New Business: 

Recognition of the staff.  We will place an announcement in the bulletin thanking the staff of the 

parish for all their work during the pandemic.  Will is going to contact Ole South Barbeque about 

providing a catered breakfast to the staff for their monthly meeting on December 16th.   

 

Drawing of lots for the new member to replace Sue Jones. 

Fr. Joe drew the name of Rosalyn Carter.  She will finish out Sue Jones’ term which will end in 

August of 2022.   

 

School Vouchers.   We will need to start thinking about how we will do the school voucher 

meetings under the restrictions from the pandemic.  We will discuss this in greater detail in 

January. 

 

Closing Prayer. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Next meeting will be January 6, 2021 

 

 


