
Minutes for August 5, 2020 Parish Council Meeting 

 

Members Present:  James Craig, Will Jerome, Fr. Pat, Fr. Joe, Deacon Mike Houtchen, Danny 

May, John Broxon, Sue Jones, Vicky Cernius, Marty Mitchell, Mary Lasley 

 

Present from the Church Staff:  Lois Decker and Elaine Robertson 

 

Opening Prayer was led by Sue Jones. 

 

Approval of minutes from June and July.  A change to the June Minutes.  Under members 

present, Mary Lasley’s name needs to be added to members present. 

Minutes from June and July meetings were accepted by John Broxon and seconded by James 

Craig. 

 

Lois Decker passed around a Thank You letter from the parish to the generous donor who paid 

off the debt to the Owensboro Catholic School System.  The members of the Parish Council and 

Finance Committee will sign the letter and it will be sent to the donor. 

 

Elaine Robertson as the Daycare Director presented the demographics of the Daycare.  Currently 

there are 47 children enrolled.  The license allows for 69 children, but with current CDC 

guidelines only 60 may enroll.  Eight children will leave when the school year begins so 

enrollment will drop to 39.  A new baby will enroll in October with the possibility of another 

child joining soon. 

Lois Decker gave the financials.  From June 2019 until June 2020, the Daycare lost $68,379.  

That includes the period when the Daycare closed during the lockdown.  The parish applied for 

the Payroll Protection Program loan and received $146,155 plus the Daycare received $15,525 in 

CARES Grant.  The loan and grant will cover the deficit for now but will run out by October. 

The problem is the Daycare needs to have 57 children enrolled at the current tuition of $145 per 

child.  Currently 130 students pay $145, 16 pay $125 because they are a second or third child in 

the same family, 12 students receive Child Care Assistance from the state, and one child pays 

$35 as the child of an employee.   Without any changes the monthly deficit could be at least 

$9000.   That is unsustainable.  

Options were suggested to address the deficit.  The Daycare will have to raise the cost of tuition.  

The Daycare will have to cut costs.  The Daycare could combine with the St. Pius X Daycare.   

Will Jerome will contact the Daycare Committee and ask them to meet before August 26th and 

address these ideas.  The Parish Council and the Daycare Committee will have a special meeting 

on August 26, 2020 at 6:00 PM. 

 

 

Finance Committee:  Sue Jones 

The Committee met July 16, 2020.  The fiscal year end financials and budget will be put in the 

bulletin in the very near future. 

Evelyn Mattingly’s bequest has been settled.  $4500 was given to Congregation of the Oratory.  

Fr. Brad Smith of Owensboro works with this ministry.  $5000 was donated to Lourdes’ Food 

Bank and $1000 went to the Diocese.   

The Committee will meet on August 20, 2020 at 6:00 PM. 



 

  

Evangelization:  Danny May 

The Committee did not meet.  Danny informed the Council about a program that the Diocese is 

beginning called Alpha.   There will be a training day on August 29th from 9:00 until 3:00.  It 

will be live streamed and leadership from the Parish are invited to participate.  Elaine Robertson 

and the Faith Formation team will participate. 

An announcement has been made both through the bulletin and before all the Masses two 

weekends in July inviting parishioners to participate in contacting fellow parishioners.  Seven 

people signed up and have begun to make phone calls.   Mary Lasley will contact the 

Stewardship, Evangelization, Liturgy, and Finance to see if more will help with this ministry.   

The reason that the Meet Parish Family ceased to continue is a lack of participation by families.  

We need to encourage more people to share their family stories. 

 

Liturgy:  John Broxon 

Did not meet, but will meet in August. 

 

Building and Grounds:  Will Jerome 

The concrete pad for the dumpsters will be installed soon.  The contractor has been held up by 

the rain. 

Will Jerome will speak to Aaron Wheatley about the concrete ditch from the circle drive to 

Frederica Street.  When Aaron mows he needs to use a push mower on both sides or a weed eater 

on both sides.  That will keep the ditch cleared out and when we have heavy rains, it will help the 

water flow better away from the church. 

Some members of the K of C’s have spoken with a representative from a company that raises 

sidewalks.  The Knights would like raise some of the sidewalks that flood during heavy rains.  

They will also do some additional drainage work to help with this.  The cost is $800 and the 

Knights will pay the entire amount. 

 

Stewardship:  Mary Lasley 

Did not meet. 

 

Picnic:  Marty Mitchell 

Did not meet.  There was some discussion about the Drive through Picnics of other parishes.  

They seem to be very successful.  

 

Safety:  James Craig 

The committee met via a series of emails.  They feel that for the safety and health of the 

congregation the face mask mandate needs to continue.  We need to continue using only one 

entrance especially since temperatures are now being taken as people enter the church.  There are 

parishioners who wish to take Communion on the tongue, but due to health concerns for the 

congregation and the guidelines set down by the Diocese, Communion will only be taken on the 

hand. 

 

 

 



Daycare:  Misti McCarty 

The committee met in July.  The Daycare is currently understaffed.  Due to Covid 19 it is taking 

longer to get background checks.  Getting fingerprints is the hold up.  The office that takes care 

of that is closed.  The Daycare is following all the guidelines set up by the state.  They were 

using the church’s sanitizer, but theirs has finally arrived.  They received a $3000 grant for 

cleaning expenses.  They discussed fund raising ideas such as a Chick-fil-A night or some other 

restaurant or possibly a penny war with the Daycare at St. Pius X.  The state came on July 1st and 

gave the Daycare two dings.  The oven needed to be cleaned and there were no lesson plans up in 

two rooms.  Both issues have been addressed and corrected. 

There was more discussion about the finances of the Daycare.  We need to decide its purpose.  Is 

it a ministry?  When it first opened most of the children were members of Lourdes.  Now only 

seven children from four families come from Lourdes.  We cannot allow ourselves to get behind 

in our payments to the Catholic School System again.  Other questions that came up, do we have 

contractual agreements with the staff?  Should we ask Mary Hall from the Diocese to speak to us 

about the Daycare as well? 

 

Priest Report: 

Fr. Pat asked Danny May if he could find out if we can still send in a name to the Diocese for the 

Sophia Award.  Danny agreed.  Even though there will not be a ceremony there will still be the 

recognition. 

Fr. Joe said that the first RCIA meeting will be August 27th at 6:30.  An announcement will be 

put in the bulletin and made before the weekend Masses.   

 

Deacon Mike Houtchen was formally welcomed.  He will be a member of the Council for the 

2020-2021 year. 

 

There was no update on Drew Hardesty’s request to change the time for filming the online Mass.  

He needs to speak to Heather Hayden as she would have to prepare and work four Masses every 

weekend. 

 

We need to contact Amy Fogle Stiff to see if she would be willing to do a mini Vacation Bible 

School for Fall Break. 

 

The discussion on hiring a full time DRE has been put on hold until we can fully address the 

issues with the Daycare. 

 

There was a closing prayer and then the meeting was adjourned. 

 

There will be a special meeting on August 26, 2020. 

 

 

 


