
                                    Minutes for Parish Council May 12, 2021 

 

 

Members Present:  Misti McCarty, Deacon Mike, Fr. Joe, Will Jerome, Vicky Cernius, Rosalyn 

Carter, John Broxon, James Craig, Mary Lasley, Danny May, Fr. Pat, Marty Mitchell 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Minutes from April were accepted by Misti and seconded by James. 

 

Building and Grounds:  Will Jerome 

There have been some complaints about the condition of the soccer goals on the Time Drive side 

of the church.  Phil Haire is looking into purchasing new nets, but it has been noted that the 

frame of one of the goals is broken.  The goals are very popular with our neighbors and being 

used a great deal.  It is hoped that the goals will be repaired soon and back in good working 

order. 

A member of the parish has asked that we look into purchasing a backup generator for the church 

building.  The cost may be too prohibitive for any possible need that we may have. 

Will has an email into the state about church raffles.  He said that the new rules require more 

forms and that they need to be returned earlier.  He will let us know what he discovers. 

 

Will needs to leave early for a family event so the order of the meeting changed. 

 

Discussion of Parish Council Guidelines and Diocesan Parish Council Guidelines: 

Misti has asked John, Vicky, and Mary to form a committee to look at the guidelines to correlate 

the two, and to add a few things to the Parish Guidelines. 

Possible additions include: 

1.  If there are two candidates interested in the positions of Chair, Vice Chair, and/or Secretary, 

then a secret ballot needs to be held. 

2.  Every person on the Parish Council needs to participate in another committee in the parish 

and report back to the council when that committee meets. 

3.  The Vice-Chair may roll over to Chair the next year. 

4.  A concrete attendance policy limiting the amount of absences. 

The Diocesan Guidelines include a Social Concerns Committee.  We do not have a formal 

committee and will need to address that. 

 

Evangelization:  Danny May 

The committee did not meet. 

 

Liturgy Committee:  John Broxon 

As Covid restrictions are beginning to ease these changes are going into effect:   

 Missalettes will be handed out as people enter and collected as they leave due to 

continued sanitizing. 

 Congregation may now sing. 

 No longer taking temperatures. 

 Balcony may now be opened. 



 Doors to North and South will continue to be locked until a more secure system can be 

used for collections. 

 Discussion on opening the second restroom in the Cry Room.  The Cry Room will need 

to remain close due to its size. 

In addition the committee discussed Holy Week and Easter Masses.  All went well and 

attendance was good. The 8:00 and 11:00 Masses saw overflow in the Parish Hall. 

First Communion will be May 1st at 10:00 AM. 

May Crowning will take place on Mother’s Day weekend.  The statue of the Blessed Mother will 

be moved to the front of the sanctuary for the month of May. 

May 16th will be Feast of the Ascension. 

May 23rd will be Pentecost. 

The weekend of May 31st is Memorial Day weekend.  Bill will hang the US flag for the 

weekend.  Mass will be at 8:00 on Memorial Day. 

The Parish Council discussed opening up pews.  The plan is to completely open the Main aisle 

and leave the North and South as they have been during the pandemic.  The congregation will be 

reminded that they need to keep at least three feet distance from any one not in their house hold. 

A slip of paper will be handed out to every family that enters the church the weekend of May 

14th and 15th with the new changes.   

 

Stewardship:  Mary Lasley 

The committee did not meet. 

 

Daycare:  Rosalyn Carter  

The committee did not meet. 

 

Finance Committee:  Vicky Cernius 

Spreadsheet from the daycare shows that the daycare is doing well.  Income is greater than 

expenses. 

The parish chapter of Knights of Columbus will be purchasing two outdoor sheds so that the 

outdoor toys will not be exposed to the elements when not being used. 

The fuel station next to the church would like to purchase the strip of land that it currently rents 

from the parish.  They have offered $45,000.  Fr. Pat and Lois have spoken to our lawyer for his 

opinion.  The annual rental is currently $3,030 and the lease is locked in until 2038. The lawyer 

feels that the income is worth keeping the land and not selling.  Currently the fuel company owes 

$7,870.  Currently the money goes in as “Other Income”.  The committee requested that there be 

a new account in the Parish Statement so that it would be easier to track and communicate with 

the fuel station. 

The new budget was reviewed with a preliminary budget given to members. In discussion about 

fund management, it was discussed that when the year ends all balances in “accounts” are put to 

$0 and the funds are moved to a general account.  This is due to Lourdes using “Cash Basis” 

account and not an “Accrual Basis.”  There was discussion about monitoring funds that are 

collected for specific purposes and have assigned accounts.  The next budget needs to be 

approved in May. 

Discussion around the $75,000 Federal Aid Funding for the daycare. There was a 

miscommunication on how the fund can be used.  In our last meeting it was stated that the Aid 

Funds could only be used for salary increases and/or bonuses.  This is incorrect.  The funds can 



be used for regular salaries as well as bonuses.  This will help offset the expenses of the daycare 

and potentially free up funds to fix or improve the daycare facility. 

 

Picnic Committee:  Marty Mitchell 

The picnic will be June 19th with some changes.  It will be carry out only.  There will be no 

booths.   

There was discussion of a 50/50 raffle where the winner would get 50% of the money collected.  

There was also discussion on having a raffle for a rare bourbon.   

The raffle will take place as in years past with tickets currently at the printers and will be passed 

out at the weekend Masses at the end of May. 

 

Safety:  James Craig 

The committee did not meet. 

 

Catholic Schools:  Fr. Pat 

Fr. Pat sat in on evaluations for the principals.  They all did very well. 

It was a successful school year in spite of Covid-19. 

Only one family that had enrolled their children from the public schools will not be returning to 

the Catholic school system next year.  All other families will return. 

 

Priest Report:   Fr. Pat 

There will be a Presbyter meeting at Brescia on Thursday.  Fr. Pat said it will be nice to meet in 

person. 

 

Open Discussion: 

 

DFE:  Interviews have been held and there were several good candidates.  One candidate applied 

because they were intrigued by the title of the position.  Reflection and prayer are needed before 

a decision has been made. 

 

New Parish Council Members:  Forty-five members have been nominated.  Letters of invitation 

will go out tomorrow.  Misti will send emails out as well. 

 

There will be a new Altar Server at the 11:00 Mass next weekend.  Deacon Mike would like Fr. 

Pat to take his picture with the server so that it can go in the bulletin.  He would like to 

acknowledge the new server and use that as a recruitment tool. 

 

In the Diocesan Guidelines for Parish Council, a committee called Social Concerns should be a 

part of every parish.  We do not have a formal committee but we do have several groups that are 

involved in Social issues.  The SVDP Society works to help members of the local community 

with food, rent and utilities.  The Backpack program sends food to students in need at one of the 

local elementary schools.   The parish hosted a Block party for our neighbors on Time Drive for 

several years prior to Covid-19.  We need to explore what needs to be done about this 

committee. 

 



Danny and Charlie Hardesty from the Pastoral Center are meeting with several other individuals 

to plan for the Youth Ministry after Covid-19. 

 

The Diocese is sending out information to all the parishes for a Welcome Back event on August 

22nd.  The five Sundays before this date should be preparing the parishioners for this event.  We 

have discussed getting a tent and preparing some type of food for the event.   More discussion to 

come.  

 

Closing prayer. 

 

Meeting was adjourned. 

 

The next meeting will June 2, 2021.  Nominees for Parish Council are encouraged to attend this 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


